l?,  - 

[j7*/£cy-G<*c  KJ  t7'i? £fp 

[JV.B.  Please  preserve  this  Report ,  with  list  of  visitors ,  for  future  reference .] 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


At  the  beginning  of  our  tenth  year,  we 
are  glad  to  report  that  the  work  of 
our  Society  is  still  going  on  satisfactorily, 
and  that,  with  the  co-operation  of  our 
friends  in  the  community,  we  hope  to 
continue  it. 

The  number  of  applicants  has  de¬ 
creased  visibly  during  the  last  two  years, 
yet  we  are  sure  that  more  than  ever  such 
organizations  are  needed  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  poor.  This  is  the 
object  of  our  Society,  and  to  accomplish 
it,  our  employment  committee  and  visi¬ 
tors  are  constantly  trying  to  learn  new 
lessons  of  wisdom.  Although  we  dare 
not  yet  boast  a  perfect  system,  we  feel 
sure  that  each  year  of  experience  is  a 
great  gain,  and  that  fewer  mistakes  are 
made.  We  have  tried,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  meet  the  needs  of  our  applicants  by 
finding  work  for  them,  or  by  helping 
them  to  find  it  for  themselves.  While 
efforts  of  this  kind  are  not  always  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  visitor  is  often  rewarded  by 
seeing  a  forlorn  and  discouraged  family 
made  happy  and  hopeful  by  the  influence 
which  she  has  been  able  to  exert  in 
their  behalf. 


Among  several  similar  cases,  we  recall 
two  families,  one  Swedish,  the  other 
from  Nova  Scotia,  who,  having  moved 
here  as  strangers,  found  no  work,  and 
when  reported  to  the  visitors  of  their 
districts,  were  suffering  for  want  of  food. 

They  had  the  desire  for  work,  but  in 
midwinter,  the  chance  for  getting  it  was 
small.  The  visitors  were  obliged  to  help 
with  food  and  clothing,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  Swedish  family,  where  there  was 
sickness,  the  aid  could  not  be  withdrawn 
until  the  summer,  when  permanent  work 
for  the  man  having  been  found,  he  was 
able  to  pay  his  debts,  and  take  care  of 
his  family  again.  For  the  Nova  Scotia 
man  and  wife,  the  visitor  found  occa¬ 
sional  work,  and  although  they  were 
still  in  some  respects  poorly  off  when  the 
summer  came,  they  were  cheered,  and 
grateful  for  the  friendly  interest  shown 
towards  them.  As  they  both  are  capable 
and  industrious,  we  hope  thaft  i iie  coming 
winter  may  be  easier  for  them  than  the 
last. 

The  visitors  have  had.  as  in  former 
years,  perplexing  anddN cinimgi fig j cases, 
where  the  wife  and  children  suffered  from 
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the  intemperance  of  the  husband.  In  one 
such  case,  where  besides  neglecting  his 
family,  the  man  treated  his  wife  most 
brutally,  the  only  wise  course  seemed  to 
be  to  break  up  the  family;  to  send  the 
wife  and  one  younger  child  into  some 
household,  to  put  the  oldest  girl  also  at 
service,  and  to  find  homes  for  the  other 
children.  All  this,  the  visitors  were  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  do,  when  a  friend  offered  to 
take  charge  of  the  whole  family,  by  giv¬ 
ing  employment  herself  to  two  of  them, 
and  finding  homes  for  the  others.  Such 
chances  are  rare,  but  we  hope  that  this 
one  will  be  appreciated  by  a  family 
which  has  suffered  so  keenly  from  pover¬ 
ty  in  its  worst  forms. 

These  are  only  a  few  cases  among 
many,  each  one  of  which  requires  special 
study  and  care  from  our  visitors.  The 
monthly  meetings  have  been  faithfully 
attended  by  them  during  the  year,  and 
they  gain  much  by  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  up  and  discussing  difficult  cases. 

There  has  been  no  change  with  regard 
to  giving  out  sewing  from  Curtis  Hall, 
since  our  last  report.  The  women  who 
apply  for  work  there,  cannot  receive  it 
until  they  have  been  visited,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  bring  a  new  order  each 
month  from  their  visitors  to  Mrs.  Brad¬ 
ley.  We  have  taken  a  larger  number 
than  usual  of  private  orders  for  sewing, 
and  sopie  of  the  women  have  received 
work  of  this  kind  only,  not  being  con¬ 
sidered  sufficiently  needy  for  other  help. 

We  have  taken  serving,  as  in  former 
years,  from  the  City  and  New  England 


Hospitals,  and  from  the  Infant  Asylum, 
besides  keeping  our  room  supplied  with 
articles  to  sell  and  to  give  away. 

Our  agent,  Mrs.  Bradley,  in  her  May 
report,  speaks  of  the  marked  improve¬ 
ment  which  many  of  the  women  have 
made  in  their  sewing,  and  says  an  en¬ 
couraging  word  in  regard  to  their  de¬ 
portment,  which  has  been  always  re¬ 
spectful  and  pleasant  towards  her. 

We  are  glad  to  give  this  testimony,  as 
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as  in  former  years  rough  and  uncivil 
words  w^ere  not  unfrequent,  but  through 
quiet,  friendly  influence,  this  change  has 
gradually  come  about. 

This  Society  sent  again  a  contribution 
of  $100  to  the  Registration  Bureau  of  the 
Associated  Charities.  The  expense  of 
this  Bureau  should  be  shared  by  all  the 
wards  of  the  city,  as  they  are  all  bene- 
fitted,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  by  its 
important  work. 

At  our  October  meeting,  1882,  it  was 
decided  to  try  the  experiment  of  collect¬ 
ing  our  subscriptions  by  means  of  notices 
sent  by  mail  by  the  Treasurer  to  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society,  requesting  them  to 
make  their  payments  directly  to  him,  in¬ 
stead  of  to  solicitors  at  their  houses  as 
heretofore.  On  the  whole,  the  experi¬ 
ment  was  a  satisfactory  one,  although 
some  subscriptions  were  not  renewed, 
and  the  amount  of  money  collected  was 
less  than  in  previous  years. 

It  will  be  easily  seen  that  the  old  mode 
of  collecting,  although  perhaps  pleasant¬ 
est  to  the  subscribers,  involved  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
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solicitors.  It  seemed  to  the  executive 
committee,  that  as  the  Society  was  now 
well  known,  the  subscribers  would  be 
ready  to  give  their  help  each  year,  if 
simply  reminded  when  the  payment  was 
due.  As  it  has  now  been  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  this  method  of  collecting,  we  earn¬ 
estly  hope  that  the  subscriptions  may  be 
sent  to  the  Treasurer  as  promptly  as 
possible,  in  order  that  we  may  be  sure 
of  the  means  for  carrying  on  our  winter’s 
work. 

We  acknowledge  thankfully  gifts  of 
clothing  from  several  friends,  a  present 
of  boots  and  shoes  from  Mr.  Vogel,  and 
a  supply  of  coke  from  the  gas  company, 
all  of  which  have  been  gratefully  re¬ 
ceived  aud  used. 

We  have  on  our  record  book  the  names 
of  sixty  applicants  for  work  or  help  from 
Oct.  1st  to  June  1st.  Of  these,  forty-oue 
women  received  sewing.  For  seven 
women,  temporary  work  in  families  was 
obtained,  besides  permanent  places  for 
poor  girls.  One  was  sent  to  the  New 
England  Hospital.  Four  came  from  be¬ 
yond  our  district,  and  were  referred  to 
other  wards,  where  they  belouged.  A 
few  were  found  not  needy  or  unworthy 
of  help. 

Our  agent,  Mrs.  Bradley,  is  at  Curtis 
Hall  every  day  from  ten  until  one  o’clock ; 
Saturdays, Sundays  and  holidays  excepted. 

«.  Ellen  C.  Morse, 

■  Mary  L.  Guild. 

N.  B. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  Oct.  22,  1883,  it  was  unanimous¬ 
ly  voted  that  the  name  of  the  Society 


should  be  changed  to  the  “Jamaica  Plain 
Friendly  Society,”  the  vote  to  take  effect 
after  the  next  annual  meeting. 


Number  of  families  visited .  75 

Number  of  visits  paid .  417 

Articles  made  for  institutions .  900 

Articles  made  and  sold .  489 

Articles  made  and  given  away .  117 

Articles  made  and  on  hand .  457 


Total  number .  1,963 

Boots  and  rubbers  given  away,  pairs .  22 

Received  for  sales  at  room . . . ...$245.22 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 

of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Employment  and  Tempo¬ 
rary  Aid  Society,  for  the  year  ending 
October  1st,  1883. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year .  $590.30 

Subscriptions .  727.00 

Sales .  245.23 

$1562.53 

EXPENDITURES. 

Work  through  employment  com.  $363.20 

Materials .  265.47 

Agent’s  salary .  350.00 

Provisions  and  milk .  94.77 

Boots  and  shoes .  14  00 

Fuel . 7.40 

Printing .  19.75 

Postage  and  envelopes .  16.00 

Subscription  to  Philadelphia  Reg¬ 
ister .  8.00 

To  Associated  Charities . 100.00 

Cash  on  band .  323.94 

$1562.53 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  W.  Clark,  Treasurer. 

AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  have  examined 
the  accounts  ofE.  W.  Clark,  Esq.,  Treas- 
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urer  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Employment 
and  Temporary  Relief  Society,  beginning 
October  1st,  1882.  to  September  28th,  1883, 
and  that  the  same  are  correctly  kept  and 
the  payments  thereof  properly  vouched; 
and  that  the  Treasurer  charges  himself 
as  of  Sept.  23d,  1883,  with  a  balance  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars 
and  ninety-four  cents  ($323.94.) 

Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Auditor. 
Boston,  Sept.  28,  1883. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1883-84. 

President — Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice-Presidents — Mr. Chas.P.  Bowditch, 
Mr.  Chas.  B.  Cumings,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild, 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough,  Rev.  Geo.  M. 
Boynton,  Rev.  Wm.  Bradley. 

Secretary — Miss  Caroline  E.Chickering. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  W-  Clark. 

Assist-Treasurer — Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse. 

Executive  Committee  —  Dr.  George 
Faulkner,  Chairman;  Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry, 
Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Froth- 
ingham,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood,  Mrs.  Charles 
E.  Guild. 

VISITORS  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

District  1,  west  of  Centre  St. ;  visitor, 
Miss  E.  C.  Morse,  Prince  St. ;  associate, 
Rev.  Geo.  M.  Boynton,  Harris  Ave. 

District  2,  vicinity  of  horse  railroad 
station;  visitor,  Mrs.  George  A.  Ives, 
Harris  Ave. ;  associate,  Mr.  Patrick  Mc- 
Morrow,  Forest  Hill  St. 

District  3,  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills 
Station;  visitor,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld,  Forest 
Hill  St.  ;  associate,  Dr.  A.  H.  Eayrs. 

District  4,  Canterbury,  Mount  Hope 
division;  visitors,  Miss  Faulkner,  Rock- 


wood  St.;  Miss  Chickering,  Green  St. ; 
associate.  Dr.  Faulkner. 

District  5,  Canterbury  St. ;  visitors, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Morse,  Pond  St.;  associate, 
Dr.  Gerry. 

District  6,  Canterbury, eastern  division; 
visitor,  Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbius,  Walk  Hill 
St. ;  associate,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild. 

District  7,  Washington  St.,  and  terri¬ 
tory  lying  east  thereof;  vistors,  Mrs.N.S. 
Wakefield,  Beetlioveu  St., and  Mrs.  Austin 
French,  Seaverns  Ave. ;  associate,  Dr. 
E.  P.  Gerry. 

District  8,  Keyes  St. ;  visitor,  Mrs. 
James  Low,  Forest  Hills  St.;  associate, 
Dr.  H.  C.  Ernst. 

District  9,  Carolina  Avenue,  Child  St., 
etc. ;  visitor,  Miss  Davis,  at  Dr.  Wood’s, 
Revere  St.;  associate;  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Cumings,  Greenough  Ave. 

District  10,  Starr  St.,  Union  Avenue 
and  vicinity;  visitors,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Waldo. 
Walker  St.,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Cumings, 
Greenough  Ave. ;  associate,  Rev.  C.  F. 
Dole. 

District  11,  Green,  Lamartine,  Chestnut 
Sts.,  etc.;  visitor,  Mrs.  James  Lee; 
Mrytle  St. ;  associate,  Rev.  S.  U.  Shear¬ 
man. 

District  12,  Boylston  Ave.  and  Green 
St.  to  Washington  St.;  visitors,  Miss 

Jaques,  Cedar  Ave.,  and  Miss  Cutter. 
Pond  St.;  associate,  Dr.  II.  C.  Ernst. 

District  13, Spring  Park,  Sheridan  Ave., 
etc. ;  visitor,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Smith,  Burr  St.  ; 
associate,  Rev.  Wm.  Bradley. 

District  14,  east  of  Boylston  Ave.,  from 
Green  St.  to  Egleston  Square;  visitor, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  A  St.,  near  Boylston 
St. ;  associate,  Mr.  George  W.  Fowle. 


